
Crime Fiction for Youth 

 

Y fic  Parker  Chasing the bear 
Spenser reflects back to when he was fourteen-years-old and how he helped his best friend 

Jeannie when she was abducted by her abusive father.  
 

Y fic  Cooney If the witness lied 
Torn apart by tragedies and the publicity they brought, siblings Smithy, Jack, and Madison, 

aged fourteen to sixteen, tap into their parent's courage to pull together and protect their 

brother Tris, nearly three, from further media exploitation and a much more sinister threat. 

 

Y fic  Allison  The dead drop (Gilda Joyce series) 
Almost-fifteen-year-old psychic investigator Gilda Joyce interns for the summer at the 

International Spy Museum in Washington, D.C., and solves a mystery involving national 

security. 
 

not in wel  Gerber  Death by denim part of a series 

Sixteen-year-old Aphra and her mother, a CIA agent, are hiding in France under new 

identities, but they must go on the run again when their location is discovered by a 

dangerous criminal. 
 

Y fic  Dowd  Bog child 

In 1981, the height of Ireland's "Troubles," eighteen-year-old Fergus is distracted from his 

upcoming A-level exams by his imprisoned brother's hunger strike, the stress of being a 

courier for Sinn Fein, and dreams of a murdered girl whose body he discovered in a bog. 
 

Juv fic  Balliett  The Calder game 

When seventh-grader Calder Pillay disappears from a remote English village--along with an 

Alexander Calder sculpture to which he has felt strangely drawn--his friends Petra and 

Tommy fly from Chicago to help his father find him. 

 

Juv fic  Grabenstein The crossroads 
When eleven-year-old Zack Jennings moves to Connecticut with his father and new 

stepmother, they must deal with the ghosts left behind by a terrible accident, as well as 

another kind of ghost from Zack's past. 
 

Y fic  Runholt  The mystery of the third Lucretia 

While traveling in London, Paris, and Amsterdam, fourteen-year-old best friends Kari and 

Lucas solve an international art forgery mystery. 

 

Not in wel Beil  The Red Blazer girls: the ring of Rocamadour 

Catholic-schooled seventh-graders Sophie, Margaret, Rebecca, and Leigh Ann help an 

elderly neighbor solve a puzzle her father left for her estranged daughter twenty years ago. 

 

Juv Mystery Van Draanen  Sammy Keyes and the cold hard cash (series) 
Thirteen-year-old Sammy meets a mysterious man who dies of a heart attack after telling 

her to get rid of the large amount of money he is carrying, leading her to investigate who 

the man was and how he came to be carrying so much cash. 

 

Y fic  Blundell  What I saw and how I lied 
In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the war and family life returning to 

normal, teenage Evie, smitten by the handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a secret 

hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies whose devastating outcome 

change her life and that of her family forever. 



 

 

Not in wel Carey  The unknowns 
When people start vanishing from a godforsaken trailer park next to the Folsom Energy 

Plant, two eleven-year-olds investigate using mathematical clues that were hastily planted 

by their friend Mrs. Clarke before she disappeared. 

 

Not in wel Kidd  Year of the bomb 
In 1955 California, as "Invasion of the body snatchers" is filmed in their hometown, 

thirteen-year-old Arnie discovers a real enemy when he and three friends go against a 

young government agent determined to find communists at a nearby university or on the 

movie set. 

 

Not in wel Wright  You’ve got blackmail 
When she discovers that her loathsome English teacher is being threatened by an unknown 

blackmailer, Loz gets caught up in the mystery, with consequences both comical and truly 

dangerous. 

 

Not in wel Collard Double Eagle 
In 1973, Michael and Kyle's discovery of a rare Confederate coin near an old Civil War fort 

turns into a race against time as the boys try to find more coins before a hurricane hits 

Alabama's Gulf coast. 

 

Not in wel MacDonald Wicked Will 
Performing in the English town of Stratford-on-Avon in 1576, a young actress (disguised as 

a boy) and a local lad named Will Shakespeare uncover a murder mystery. 
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