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Alexie   The absolutely true diary of a part-time Indian 
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white 

farm town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

 

Avi   Never mind: a twin novel 
Twelve-year-old New York City twins Meg and Edward have nothing in common, so they are just as shocked 

as everyone else when Meg's hopes for popularity and Edward's mischievous schemes coincidentally collide in 

a hilarious showdown. 

 

Bauer   Thwonk 
A cupid doll comes to life and offers romantic assistance to A.J., a teenage photographer suffering from 

unrequited love. 

 

Cabot   All-American girl  
A sophomore girl stops a presidential assassination attempt, is appointed Teen Ambassador to the United 

Nations, and catches the eye of the very cute First Son. 

 

Choldenko  Al Capone Does My Shirts  
A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed 

there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister. 

 

J Bio Crutcher King of the mild frontier: an ill advised autobiography 
Chris Crutcher, author of young adult novels such as "Ironman" and "Whale Talk," as well as short stories, 

tells of growing up in Cascade, Idaho, and becoming a writer. 

 

Curtis   Bucking the Sarge 

Deeply involved in his cold and manipulative mother's shady business dealings in Flint, Michigan, fourteen-

year-old Luther keeps a sense of humor while running the Happy Neighbor Group Home For Men, all the 

while dreaming of going to college and becoming a philosopher. 

 

Cushman  Catherine, Called Birdy 
The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a journal in which she records the events of 

her life, particularly her longing for adventures beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to avoid being 

married off. 

 



Ferris   Love Among The Walnuts  
Born and raised in isolation in a wealthy, eccentric family, Sandy is shocked when he, his parents, and their 

servants become victims of a vicious plot by his greedy uncles to incapacitate them and take their money. 

 

 Fleischman  A Fate Totally Worse Than Death  
In this horror novel parody, three self-centered members of Cliffside High School's ruling clique, who are 

beginning to age rapidly, become convinced that the beautiful new exchange student is the ghost of the girl 

whose death they caused the year before. 

 

Y 364.1092 Gantos  Hole in my life 
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in 

prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the while hoping to become a writer. 

 

810.8   Guys write for guys read: boys favorite authors write about being boys 
There's something for every guy in this collection of stories, mini-memoirs, advice, poems, comics and 

drawings chosen by readers on the Guys Read web site.  Edited by Jon Scieszka 

 

Howe   The Adventures of Blue Avenger  
On his sixteenth birthday, still trying to cope with the unexpected death of his father, David Schumacher 

decides--or does he--to change his name to Blue Avenger, hoping to find a way to make a difference in his 

Oakland neighborhood and in the world.  Sequel: Blue Avenger cracks the code; Blue Avenger and the theory 

of everything 

 

Juby   Miss Smithers 
Sixteen-year-old Alice MacLeod's life as an outcast begins to change when she experiments with being friends 

with different sorts of people, tries drinking alcohol and eating meat, and competes in the Miss Smithers 

beauty pageant. 

 

Juby   Alice, I think 
Fifteen-year-old Alice keeps a diary as she struggles to cope with the embarrassments and trials of family, 

dating, school, work, small town life, and a serious case of "outcastitis." 

 

Kinney   Diary of a Wimpy Kid (series) 
Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle school where he and his best friend, Rowley, undersized 

weaklings amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley grows more 

popular, Greg must take drastic measures to save their friendship. 

 

Koertge  Confess-O-Rama 
While his mother grieves the death of her fourth husband, Tony vents his feelings to the Confess-O-Rama, 

never suspecting who's on the other end of the line. 

 

Korman  No more dead dogs 
Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced to detention attending rehearsals of the school play 

where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes that 

improve not only the play but his life as well. 

 

Korman  Son of the mob 
Seventeen-year-old Vince's life is constantly complicated by the fact that he is the son of a powerful Mafia 

boss, a relationship that threatens to destroy his romance with the daughter of an FBI agent. 

 

 

 



Limb   Girl 15, charming but insane 
Fifteen-year-old Jess, living with her mum, separated from her father in Cornwall, and with a best friend who 

seems to do everything perfectly, finds her own assets through humor. 

 

Lockhart  The boyfriend list: (15 guys, shrink appointments, 4 ceramic frogs, and 

me, Ruby Oliver) 
A Seattle fifteen-year-old explains some of the reasons for her recent panic attacks, including breaking up with 

her boyfriend, losing all her girlfriends, tensions between her performance-artist mother and her father, and 

more. 

 

Lowry   Things you either hate or love 
A cynical, overweight, and lonely Australian teenager spends her summer vacation making lists, eating 

comfort foods, and trying to earn enough money to attend a big rock concert. 

 

Lubar   Sleeping freshman never lie 
While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses old 

friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills as a writer. 

 

Mackler  Vegan virgin valentine 
Mara's niece, who is only one-year-younger, moves in bringing conflict between the two teenagers because of 

their opposite personalities. 

 

Moriarty  Feeling sorry for Celia 
Written in the form of journal entries, letters and notes Elizabeth introduces herself to the reader. 

  

Murdock  Dairy Queen 
After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school's rival football 

team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those 

around her. 

 

Nodelman   Behaving Bradley 
Recruited by his best friend to gather student input for the proposed Code of Conduct at his high school, Brad 

encounters obstinate faculty members, monstrous bullies, spineless student leaders, and personal agendas. 

 

O'Connell, T.  Pulling Princes 
Hoping to become more popular at her elegant English boarding school, fifteen-year-old Californian Calypso 

Kelly invents a fake handsome boyfriend, until she realizes that her wit and skill at fencing may be enough to 

attract the attention of a real-life handsome prince.  Includes glossaries of British slang and fencing terms. 
 

Paulsen How Angel Peterson got his name and other outrageous tales about extreme 

sports 
Author Gary Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern Minnesota in the late 1940s 

and early 1950s, such as skiing behind a souped-up car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel. 

 

Peck   Here lies the librarian 
Fourteen-year-old Eleanor "Peewee" McGrath, a tomboy and automobile enthusiast, discovers new 

possibilities for her future after the 1914 arrival in her small Indiana town of four young librarians. 

 

Pinkwater 5 Novels 
Alan Mendelsohn, The Boy From Mars -- Slaves Of Spiegel -- The Snarkout Boys And The Avocado Of 

Death -- The Last Guru -- Young Adult Novel. 

 



 

Pratchett  The Wee Free Men (Discworld series) 
A young witch-to-be named Tiffany teams up with the Wee Free Men, a clan of six-inch-high blue men, to 

rescue her baby brother and ward off a sinister invasion from Fairyland. 

 

Rallison  Life, Love, and the Pursuit of Free Throws 
High school freshmen Josie and Cami try to remain best friends as they compete for basketball awards and 

boys. 

 

Rees Vampire High 
When his family moves from California to New Sodom, Massachusetts and Cody enters Vlad Dracul Magnet 

School, many things seem strange, from the dark-haired, pale-skinned, supernaturally strong students to 

Charon, the wolf who guides him around campus on the first day. 

 

Rennison  Angus, thongs and full-frontal snogging 
Presents the humorous journal of a year in the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl who tries to reduce the 

size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome 

hunk Robbie. 

 

Riordan  The lightning thief (Percy Jackson & the Olympians, book 1) 
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old Percy is sent 

to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the 

gods. 

 

Shusterman  The Schwa Was Here 
A Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an "invisible-ish" boy who is tired of 

blending into his surroundings and going unnoticed by nearly everyone. 

 

Strasser  How I Spent My Last Night on Earth 
When a rumor appears on the Internet that a giant asteroid is about to destroy Earth, Legs Hanover scrambles 

to meet the boy of her dreams, elusive Andros Bliss. 

 

Twain   A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s court 
A humorous, satirical adventure takes place when modern day kids appear in King Arthur’s medieval court.  

All is not well when they introduce modern life and try to intervene in a palace plot. 

 

Van de Ruit  Spud 
In 1990, thirteen-year-old John "Spud" Milton, a prepubescent choirboy, keeps a diary of his first year at an 

elite, boys-only boarding school in South Africa, as he deals with bizarre housemates, wild crushes, 

embarrassingly dysfunctional parents, and much more. 

 

Vizzini, N.  Be more chill 
Badly in need of self-confidence and a change of image, high school nerd Jeremy Heere swallows a pill-sized 

super computer that is supposed to help him get whatever he wants. 
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