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American Eyes: New Asian American Short Stories  Youth 808.3 American 

Ten young Asian-Americans re-create the conflicts that all young people feel living in two distinct worlds. 

Banerjee  Maya Running              Youth Fiction Banerjee 

It's 1978, and Indian-born Maya is the only middle schooler with brown skin in her small Manitoba town. A bully taunts her, 
Maya's ultra-Indian cousin Pinky attracts Maya's boyfriend, and Maya's embarrassing parents want to move to California! 

Cisneros  The House on Mango Street Youth Fiction Cisneros 

The house is in the center of a crowded Latino neighborhood in Chicago, a city where many of the poor areas are racially 

segregated. Esperanza does not have any privacy, and she resolves that she will someday leave Mango Street and have a 
house all her own.  

Cool Salsa: Bilingual Poems on Growing Up Latino in the United States    
       Youth 811.08 Cool  

Topics for poems extend from hot dogs to learning English to the revolution in Nicaragua. What all of the selections have in 
common is the adolescent experience and Hispanic culture at the core of the poem. 

 

Crew Children of the River Youth Fiction Crew //  Youth PB C 

Sundara flees Cambodia with her aunt's family, leaving her own family behind. Now she's in Oregon, struggling to balance 

Khmer traditions with American ways. She's not allowed to date or even be alone with a boy; her marriage will be arranged. 
Jonathan is astounded that a girl in America can live like this. In the end, he's deeply affected by Sundara's values and 

traditions. 

 

Dharmi  Bindi Babes   Youth Fiction Dharmi 

They've got a reputation at school for being the coolest babes in town, and what they don't need is an interfering Auntie-ji 
from India cramping their style. Also read Bollywood Babes. 

 

Gilmore   A Group of One              Youth Fiction Gilmore  

An Indo-Canadian girl discovers that both cultures are an important part of her identity.  

 

Hidier   Born Confused              Youth Fiction Hidier 

Dimple Rohitbhai Lala comes of age and discovers unexpected true love, and her place in the world, in the context of the 

South Asian club and music scene in New York City. 

 

Lee   F is for Fabuloso            Youth Fiction Lee 

Seventh grader Jin-Ha, a Korean American, finds her adjustment to life in America complicated by her mother's difficulty in 

learning to speak English. 

 

Lee   Necessary Roughness    Youth Fiction Lee // Youth PB L 
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Chan and his sister Young move from Los Angeles to a small Minnesota town. Entering their junior year of high school, Chan 

must cope not only with racism on the football team but also with the tensions in his relationship with his strict father.  

 

Myers  Slam!    Youth Fiction Myers // Youth PB M 

The story of Greg, 17, who’s hot on the basketball courts but not in class. A strong voice and well-drawn character who’s 
part of the crowd that looks to athletics for escape and a future.  

 

Na    A Step from Heaven           Youth Fiction Na // Youth PB N 

Young Ju grows from a toddler in Korea to a high-school graduate in California, desperately trying to be a 'true' American 
while her immigrant parents try to make her stay close to her Korean heritage.  

 

Nye    Habibi           Youth Fiction Nye // Youth PB N 

A fourteen-year-old Arab-American girl's move from St. Louis to Jerusalem and her experiences with prejudice and religious 

intolerance that stem from her budding romance with a Jewish boy. 

 

Osa    Cuba 15           Youth Fiction Osa  // Youth PB O 

Violet unleashes conflicted feelings within her family when she explores her Cuban roots. 

 

Perkins   Monsoon Summer              Youth Fiction Perkins 

Fifteen-year old Jazz Gardner leaves California for a life-changing summer in an Indian orphanage. 

 

Rosa    The Friends              Youth Fiction Guy // Youth PB G 

Rejected by her classmates because she "talks funny," Phyllisia Cathy, a West Indian girl, is forced to become friends with 

poor, frazzled Edith, the only one who will accept her. 

 

Ryan  Esperanza Rising           Youth Fiction Ryan // Youth PB R 
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of 

Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the 
Great Depression. 

 

Saenz   Sammy & Juliana in Hollywood           Youth Fiction Saenz 

As a Chicano boy living in the unglamorous town of Hollywood, New Mexico, and a member of the graduating class of 1969, 

Sammy Santos faces the challenges of "gringo" racism, unpopular dress codes, the Vietnam War, barrio violence, and 
poverty. 

 

Werlin    Black Mirror              Youth Fiction Werlin 

Frances has always felt isolated at her New England prep school, but more so now that her brother has killed himself by 
overdosing on heroin. When Frances joins the social services charity her brother belonged to, she discovers that all is not as 
it seems, and realizes how little she really knew him. In this story, Frances is Japanese/white American and Jewish.  

 

Williams-Garcia  No Laughter Here          Youth Fiction Williams-Garcia   

A fifth-grade girl learns that her best friend has undergone female circumcision in her native Nigeria.  
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